
Garden Organic - AGM 10 May 2014 - Nadia’s report

Venue: Ryton Gardens - Doubleday Hall (building opened 7 July 1992 by H.R.H. the Prince of Wales)
START 10.30am - END 11.30am

Abbreviations:
- GO = Garden Organic, former Henry Doubleday Research Association

(http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/)
- HSL = Heritage Seeds Library (http://www.gardenorganic.org.uk/hsl/)
- HDRA = Henry Doubleday Research Association

Annual report 2013.

Chair of Council. Roger Key
Roger Key presented the report relating to the Council’s activities, i.e. governance of GO, and also

the main facts arising from the roll-over of the new Council and Chief Executive of GO.

• It was delicate to manage a smooth transition of the governance team, i.e. trustees and chief
executive and co-opt a new treasurer (John Brown). But this was done with satisfaction.

• The new trustees carried on the work underway: safeguard the structure of GO, check on gov-
ernment’s activities (e.g. EU Seed regulations), etc. . . .

• Ryton Gardens revamp was successful.
• GO remained faithful to its principles, and continue with the same ones, those of Lawrence D.

Hill (stems from scientific credo, not a mumbo jumbo).
• Council looks for financial robustness.
• The aim is also to engage people of all age groups with gardening organically, by emphasising its

mental and physical benefits. (The ‘organic’ factor is a healthy choice of living.)
• The society counts 20,000 members and 50 staff.
• GO is trying to shift people’s attitude towards organic gardening: it is not an excuse!
• AGM 2015 will take place on Thursday 14th May in Berkshire.

Chief Executive. James Campbell
James Campbell presented his report since his arrival as Chief Executive of GO, in Autumn 2013.

• It was a busy year: new Council and new senior team (previous Miles Bremner).
• Campaigns: influence the national decisions, such as the ban of neonicotinoids, and the rejection

of the proposed EU regulations for plant reproductive material. However, this latter issue will
re-emerge after the 2014 EU elections.

• GO is host of a wide range of activities: schools, mastergardeners, food growing at schools
programme, gardening in prisons, etc. . . In particular, Rye Hill HM prison where the impact has
been overwhelming.

• Work at Ryton garden continues to emphasise the benefits of organic gardening.
• The new café (shop has been scrapped and replaced by organic café) uses the produce of the

gardens in the kitchen.
• Major changes done by James Campbell: new website, new organisation logo, continued growth,

support of 2 initiatives (Heritage garden of Raymond Blanc and Todmorden in Yorkshire where
an organic community garden has been created.

• GO was represented at the major flower shows this year (Chelsea, Hampton court, BBC Garden-
ers’ World). Also the engagement of GO’s Patron, Prince Charles, who is a seed guardian and
truly manages his garden (Highgrove) organically, with HSL varieties.

Financial report. John Brown
The upshot is that, at the end of 2013, the deficit amounted to approx. £5K, which shows a much

healthier financial situation than it was half way through 2013. The ambition is to build up consoli-
dated resource funds. Hence the plan for 2014: Target realistic though modest positive income over the
expenditures.
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Theme of the day - PROTECTING OUR HERITAGE.

Introduction by Prof. Tim Lang, President of GO.
Prof. Tim Lang focussed on 7 cornerstones of organic heritage, summarised as follows:

(1) What are the meanings of heritage? It is a word with multiple interpretations, and TL discussed
some of them.

(2) Each interpretation of Heritage counts amongst the multitude.
(3) Heritage of the Organic culture is mixed, and actually comes from the far right. The bibliography

on the subject is extensive. In TL’s opinion, the organic culture is a debate about progress whose
main concern is our needs for the future.

(4) The contribution of GO to the protection of our heritage is very good. From the start of HDRA
with Lawrence and Cherry Hill in the 50s to present, GO’s work (with the HSL) has been key
in protecting the organic heritage and emphasising the relevance of the heritage of the organic
movement. Its work reaches out to local and worldwide communities alike, and it is based on
scientific principles and experiments, such as the study of the benefits of comfrey to agriculture
(as fertiliser, Bocking 14 in particular).

(5) It’s about. . . gardening, pleasure, skills, ecology, public and health, location, home economy,
moral economy, etc. . .

(6) The organic PLUS: Ecological public health and governance are all, when looked from the heritage
perspective, enhanced by a true organic vision.

(7) Heritage is rich, diverse, exceptional, pleasurable. Moreover, with GO’s input, its scientific aspect
becomes important.

In conversation with David Love Cameron, Winner of the Garden Scholar competition for
the Project at Le Manoir Aux Quat’ Saisons.

Interview by Bob Sherman A brief Q & A session, in which the young Irish Garden Scholar discussed
by BS (and the audience) his decisions for applying for the scholarship, his present objectives and his
plans for future. He appears to be an excellent choice: a dynamic man, full of ambitions, realistic aims
and devoted to the organic cause.

Rye Hill Prison: Sowing the seeds for a brighter future. Robin Baxter, GO Staff in
charge

HM Prison Rye Hill ‘hosts’ substance abuse, social behaviour and violence offenders. The main
project’s goal is to study the potential benefits of gardening on men with such social problems, and
hence the work has involved the prisoners together with a handful of GO staff. The first group, formed
by 8 prisoners started in March 2013. The prisoners were very keen to take part. The selected candidates
went through a highly competitive selection and check process (for security and suitability). Robin
emphasised how everything becomes hugely time consuming, because of security issues mainly (use of
gardening tools,. . . ) Pleasing to say that never any item has gone missing, showing that the selected
participants could be trusted. Trust and responsibility are two central values around which the project has
been developed. An immediate outcome of this approach has been that the prisoners started opening up,
were calmer, more rational, and most importantly, they discovered and developed their own transferrable
skills.

On the gardening side, edible crops (mainy vegs) and also flowers are grown, choice being made by
the participants. They erected 3 polytunnel on site, and it was a stressful job to manage the covering of
them in the allowed time per session, very limited; a race against the clock. Until now, the group and
staff have overcome all the difficulties, with useful input from the enthusiastic prisoners to fix problems.
(Which also shows true engagement with the project.)

Once a week a portfolio session takes place, during which each participant records his experiences in a
folder (provided by GO, with supervisors’ contacts details and project’s information). They also include
their thoughts and photographs. The portfolio folder is kept by prisoners at the end, so that they also
can show it to prospective employers when they leave prison (showing that the project also improves
employability).

Throughout the project’s ongoings there have been obstacles and threats. From those of cultivating
without soil (!) to that of the abrupt end of the project because of governmental decision to rebrand HMP
Rye Hill as a sex offenders category B prison, which would mean that current participants would not be
able to complete the whole project, while Robin and colleagues would start over again from scratch with
a new group. Unfortunately, the decision fell mid-April and confirmed the relocation of current offenders
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to another HMP, while Rye Hill would become sex offenders category B prison. Hence, the project will
continue, with a new group, to be selected.

Statistics show that tests for use of illicit substance in detention fell from 1 in 3.2 in March 2013, to 1
in 7 in March 2014. The benefits of the projects seem to be very positive and fast.

At present 1 participant has being released from HMP Rye Hill and is doing well (keeping out of
substance misuse), working in volunteering. He actually could rely on Robin’s support to get in contact
for the job opportunity which is now a working contract.

The long term aim is to expand the project throughout the UK, to other prisons, and also in the wider
community. Therefore, HM Prison Rye Hill acts as a ‘guinea pig’, to show how the work on building
confidence, using gardening and organic principles, can benefit society. To achieve this wider scope, the
project’s managing staff wants to work together with the Mastergardeners and the Food Growing in
Schools Programme. Before this however they want to investigate the long term effects of HMP Rye
Hill; its benefits on the participants after they have taken part, and/or after their release from prison.
The assessment is carried out by Coventry University; which again shows the scientific and rigourous
principles of GO’s founder Lawrence D. Hill. The interim report backed the project by showing its
benefits. Furthermore, families of the participants and prison’s staff are also evaluated and the report
shows that the prison is much safer and calmer, and that the wider environment is also positely influenced
by the project and its participants.

Gardeners’ Question Time.
Panel: Judith Conroy, Bob Sherman, David Love Cameron

? Red blisters on redcurrants - should I worry?
BS: it is an aphid, difficult to control, but has little effect on the fruit. Some mildew may be

possible.
? moles in potato bed?

DLC: Seek professional help, ...or move house! JC: possible that a species of euphorbia repels
moles.

? Bindweed?
all 3: cope with it, pulling it to weaken it and keeping soil cultivated. Bindweed hates distur-

bance.
? Possible leatherjacket 2014 increase- should I worry?

BS: There is a nematode but there is no need to worry. Leatherjackets are really troublesome
in lawns.

? How to deal with heavy clay?
JC: mulches and organic matter in abundance, including hay, straw, hops, leafmould, green

manures with long tap roots, such as fenugreek. Use a soil improver rather than fertiliser.

Odd bits and ends. Chatting over tea, between talks or wandering in the gardens, I want to record three
points.

- GM crops delicate debate and the ban of glyphosate in the country are two issues that GO will
target (from chat with James Campbell). Recall that glyphosate has been shown to be a possible cause
of cancer and child birth malformation.

- Bee survey: will/should take place in 2014, as it appears to have run for a long time, on a yearly
basis over summer (from chat with Sally Aston, wife of BBKA’s Director).

- Organic Living Association and its founder/director/sceretary Dennis Nightingale-Smith. A friendly
chat with this amazing person, wearing a hand-knitted fairisle sweater with ‘organic’ written across it.
A real delight, DN also writes a monthly newsletter and it costs £7 per year to become a member.


